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In this illuminating script book, Charlie Kaufman, the Academy AwardÂ®-nominated screenwriter of

Being John Malkovich and Adaptation, shares the logistical challenges of writing Eternal Sunshine

of the Spotless Mind in a fascinating interview.Kaufman also provides commentary on stills from the

movie, revealing remarkable details about the editing process, set construction, and shooting

techniques that were used to tell this unconventional story.In the film, Joel ( Jim Carrey) is stunned

to discover that his girlfriend Clementine (Kate Winslet) has had her memories of their tumultuous

relationship erased. Out of desperation, he contacts the inventor of the process, Dr. Howard

Mierzwiak (Tom Wilkinson), to have Clementine removed from his own memory. But as Joel's

memories progressively disappear, he begins to rediscover their earlier passion. From deep within

the recesses of his brain, Joel attempts to escape the procedure.As Dr. Mierzwiak and his crew

chase him through the maze of his memories, it's clear that Joel just can't get her out of his

head.The movie stars Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Kirsten Dunst,Tom Wilkinson, Elijah Wood, and

Mark Ruffalo.In the acclaimed Newmarket Shooting ScriptÂ® format, the book includes an

introduction by director Michel Gondry (Human Nature), a facsimile of the script, a Q&A with

Kaufman, a selection of black-and-white movie stills with commentary, and the complete cast and

crew credits.
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"Eternal sunshine of the spotless mind!/Each pray'r accepted, and each wish resign'd... Desires



compos'd, affections ever ev'n,/Tears that delight, and sighs that waft to Heav'n." The original

Alexander Pope poem suits the movie whose title it inspired, "Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless

Mind," a unique, surreal film about memories, love and sorrow."Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless

Mind" deals with timid, conservative Joel, who bumps into ex-girlfriend Clementine at a store -- and

finds she doesn't remember him. He finds a notice in his mail that she has had him erased from her

memories, and angrily decides to have the same done. But during the procedure, Joel revisits the

good times they had together, and finds that he doesn't want to lose his memories with

Clementine.This movie, by Michel Gondry and Charlie Kaufman, was one of the best of 2004, and

one that isn't quickly forgotten. The screenplay is an excellent accompaniment; if there is a line or

an image that didn't seem to make sense, it might make more sense here. "Eternal Sunshine" fans

will also like the scenes that never made it to the final cut, and one scene got shuffled

around.Additionally, there is an interview at the end with Kaufman. In it, he describes his writing

background, his collaborations with Gondry, clashes with Ben Affleck's horrific "Paycheck," memory,

and that wonderful "Velveteen Rabbit" scene. Although, it could have used more of Kaufman's

thoughts on the final product and the actors.The stumbling blocks? Don't try reading the screenplay

BEFORE seeing the movie, or you will be hopelessly lost. The script cuts wildly from the past, the

present, inside and outside the characters' heads.
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